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On his last day of life, Moshe Rabbeinu 
addressed the Klal Yisrael. After a 
thorough explanation of the vast 

rewards and punishments that hinge on the 
choices made, he offered a final note: “Let 
the heavens and the earth bear witness.” 
Rashi explains that Moshe was giving them 
a tool to help them stay on the proper path. 
“Look at the heavens and the earth did they 
change their ways? Did the sun ever say, ‘I 
won’t rise this morning?’ Did the ground ever 
say, ‘I won’t produce?’ Or did it say, ‘I will 
grow wheat,” when you planted barley? As 
they dutifully follow Hashem’s commands, 
so too should you.” 
�is Rashi is difficult to understand. What 
lesson can be learnt from the sun and the 
earth? Of course they follow Hashem’s 
commands, they are inanimate objects—they 
have no intelligence, they have no will. �ey 
obey because they are things put into motion. 
What relevance does that have to man who 
is always tempted, always pulled, and always 
challenged with competing desires? 
�is question can best be answered from a 
different perspective.

  WHAT OUR EYES DON’T SEE

In this age of technology we are accustomed 
to using forces that our senses don’t detect. 
We plug appliances into wall outlets to power 
them; even though we don’t see the electricity 
running through the wires. We speak on cell 
phones to people continents away; even 
though we don’t see the radio waves travelling 
through the walls to satellites in the sky. We 
put food into microwave ovens to cook; even 
though we don’t see the transducer emitting 
microwaves that cause the electrons to speed 
up, thereby creating friction that produces 
heat. While we may not see these things, we 
know they exist. 
We don’t, however, “sort of, kind of, maybe” 
think that they exist – we are certain of it. If 
I were to offer you twenty dollars to put a 
key into a wall socket, you wouldn’t accept 
my offer. Because while we don’t feel radio 
waves, and we can’t sense microwaves, and 
no one has ever seen see electricity –we know 
with absolute certainty that they exist. 
And so living in a world of wireless 
communication, and atomic energy where 
an entire city can be powered from the energy 
released from something so remarkably small, 
we are comfortable with the idea that forces 
exist that we can’t sense. 

Yet, while we are knowledgeable of these 
types of forces, we are ignorant of others. �e 
Rambam tells us that every physical entity, 
live or inanimate, has a spiritual entity behind 
it, guiding it and directing it. Chazal tell us 
that no blade of grass can grow without a 
moloch telling it to grow. �ese forces are of 
great intelligence, have their own will, and 
are independent of Hashem. Hashem created 
them to control the physical world. 

  RELATING TO THE DOR DE’AH

�is seems to be the answer to Rashi. 
�e Jews entering the land of Israel had 
experienced what no other people had. �ey 
were in mitzraim when Hashem changed 
nature. �ey were at the sea when Hashem 
split it. �ey were gathered at Har Sinai, 
when the heavens opened up, and Hashem 
spoke. Because they lived through all of this, 
they were on a higher spiritual level then any 
other generation, and they understood the 
world in a way that we can’t. Just as we know 
that electricity exists, they knew that the 
spiritual counterpart of everything physical 

governs it. To them it was real. 
So Hashem said to them, “Look at the sun,” 
it is guided by a spiritual force. �at force has 
its own will  – it could choose to disregard 
My directives. But it doesn’t. It recognizes 
that every command I give is for the good. 
So it obeys. As do all of the forces that guide 
the physical world. Not because they have 
to, but because they understand. You as well 
should understand that every mitzvah helps 
you grow, and every sin damages you. Learn 
from the wisdom of the sun and the earth, 
and don’t veer off the path that I have set 
for you. 

  MAN IS THE STEWARD TO
CREATION

�is concept is relevant to us, as occasionally 
we can escape our limited perspective. 
Whatever we perceive with our senses is but 
the tip of the iceberg – the spiritual world 
is far more densely populated, and far more 
complex. �ere are worlds and worlds in 
the spiritual dimension—and all of it is 
dependent upon man. 
“Hashem Created man in His image”, the 
Nefesh Ha’Chaim explains that Hashem made 
the heavens and the earth for man, and placed 
him into the role of “a little creator”. Man is 
the steward of creation. Not, as the keeper of 
the grounds and the rivers – a glorified park 
ranger – rather responsible for the very fabric 
that keeps the world in existence. If man acts 
as he should, the world itself is elevated, if not 
the world itself is damaged. �e ground isn’t 
less ground like, and the mountains aren’t less 
tall. �e spiritual component of the ground, 
the spiritual backing of the mountain is 
lessened, and the world is in jeopardy. 
�is is why “On Rosh HaShanah the angels 
tremble.” (Rosh HaShana 17a) Why should 
the angels tremble? �ey don’t sin. Only man 
does. It is because on this day, Hashem judges 
the world, the entire world – the lower world 
of man, and the upper world of the celestial 
beings. �e molochim tremble because man 
is responsible for all of existence. As goes 
the judgment of man, so goes the fate of 
creation. 
Hashem formed the entire cosmos for us; 
we are the reason for everything in existence. 
When we contemplate our role, we begin 
to recognize our thoughts words and deeds 
for what they are—far more then simple 
choices we make – they are the maintainers 
of creation. 
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Your Attitude 
Determines 

Your Altitude  


“It is not in the heavens for you to say, 
‘Who can ascend to the heaven for us 
and take it for us so that we can listen 
to it and perform it?’. . . Rather the 
matter is very near to you,  in your 

mouth and your heart, to perform it.” 
Devarim 30:12-14


