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Preparations for the closing arguments 
scheduled for May 12 in the Japanese trial of 
Yoel Zev ben Mirel Risa Chava are reaching a 
feverish pitch. The askonim heading the case, 
Reb Ahron Nezri, Reb Meilech Bindinger and 
Dayan Chaim Yosef Dovid Weis have spent 
every spare moment before, during and after 
Pesach working with the defense lawyers to 
finalize the documents which will be submitted 
to the court for the final hearing.  

Each lawyer on the defense team is re-
sponsible for a different aspect of the case and 
writes a draft of his arguments, which is then 
sent to the askonim for their review and com-
ment.  After having the draft translated from 
Japanese to English, the askonim alter the text 
in the way they feel will be most effective to 
the defense effort. Only after each file has been 
approved by the askonim and the other lawyers 
on the defense team is it translated back into 
Japanese and finalized.

As previously reported, Mr. Takashi 
Takano, chief lawyer on Yaakov Yosef’s ap-
peals team, had discovered an extremely dis-
turbing act of perjury committed by Ms. Reiko 
Suzuki, who had stated that the numbers writ-
ten on her notes of the polygraph examination 
were authored by the boys themselves. Inves-
tigations led to the revelation that not only did 
the handwriting not match any of the samples 
taken of the boys’ handwritings, but the num-
bers were written by the same person. These 
findings have since been confirmed by a noted 
Japanese graphology expert, and the grapholo-
gist’s expert opinion has been submitted to the 
court. They will probably be submitted to Yoel 
Zev’s judges as well.

The verdict in Yaakov Yosef ben Raizel’s 
appeal is set for May 16.

AN UPLIFTING VISIT
Yaakov Yosef and Yoel Zev were treated to 

a special visitor arranged by the askonim im-
mediately before Yom Tov. The noted badchan, 
Rabbi Yankel Miller, Yarmer Rov, spent two 
days in Japan, during which he visited both 
boys.  Askanim arranged for lawyers to be 
available during the visits so that Rabbi Miller 
could spend more than the 20 minutes allowed 
if only an interpreter is present.

In an interview given after his return from 
Japan, Rabbi Miller expressed his amazement 
at how the two boys, each completely alone, 
under extremely uncomfortable conditions for 
three full years, have so obviously continued 
their development as bnei Torah who spend 
their time learning from the many seforim 
provided to them. His discussions with them 
ranged from halacha to sifrei chassidus, from 
which they were able to quote extensively. Of 
course, Rabbi Miller also gladdened the hearts 
of the two bochurim with his own special 
brand of badchanus, which certainly helped 
put them in a positive frame of mind.

“The first question that I am asked regard-
ing my visit is: are the boys normal? How could 
they be normal after sitting in such conditions 
for so long?” reported Rabbi Miller. “It is clear 
to me that it is to the credit of the askanim that 

the boys have been able to hold up so well 
under the circumstances. Besides for oversee-
ing the defense effort, they have made sure to 
provide Yaakov Yosef and Yoel Zev with what-
ever they can, be it physically or spiritually, as 
well as arranging for them to have visitors at 
every possible opportunity. Aside from the tre-
mendous amount of time and effort involved 
in coordinating all of this, every single step 
requires a tremendous amount of funds, which 
we must do our best to provide,” he said.

Rabbi Miller conveyed the feeling that 
when the boys were learning, they temporarily 
forget where they were, a true manifestation 
of “Lulei Sorascha sha’ashu’ai.” When asked 
what his message from the boys was, he re-
plied that they urge all of Klal Yisroel to daven 
and beseech Hashem on their behalf that they 
finally be freed from their plight.  

“There are two things which we must do. 
The first is daven, daven and daven, and the 
second is donate, donate and donate. I would 

go right back to Japan if I had the funds to do 
so, and I know how hard-pressed the askonim 
are for money needed for the defense effort 
and all the other aspects of the boys’ incarcera-
tion.”

PESACH IN PRISON
Although tremendous efforts had been 

made to have grape juice and other kosher 
l’Pesach items admitted into the prison, ulti-
mately only matzoh was allowed to be brought 
in.  However, the askonim were able to arrange 
for a friend of Yaakov Yosef and Yoel Zev 
from their yeshiva in Bnei Brak to spend the 
entire Yom Tov in Japan.  He visited with them 
on Erev Yom Tov, every day of Chol Hamoed, 
and Isru Chag as well. These visits were cher-
ished by the boys, if only to make them feel 
that they were not spending Pesach alone.

The verdict dates are approaching and all 
are asked to increase their tefillos and maasim 
tovim on behalf of the two boys.

Donations can be called in to 718.534.0030. 
Checks can be made payable to Orach Chaim 
Rescue Fund and mailed to Orach Chaim Res-
cue Fund, c/o Rav Aryeh Malkiel Kotler, 521 
Fifth Street, Lakewood, NJ, 08701.

In recent years, a popular theory called 
“The Tipping Point” was developed to try and 
explain how ideas, messages and behaviors 
spread from person to person, causing unex-
pected changes in society. 

Dirshu’s Daf HaYomi B’Halacha program 
has reached its own “tipping point,” spreading 
from city to city, state to state and country to 
country. Since its inception, Dirshu has had an 
incredible impact on Jewish communities with 
its various learning programs.  

The Dirshu Daf HaYomi B’Halacha pro-
gram offers daily shiurim to thousands of peo-
ple in many Jewish communities on every con-
tinent around the world. Over the past several 
weeks, shiurim have started in Staten Island, 
Scranton, Monsey, Passaic, Waterbury, Detroit, 
Miami Beach, Kensington and Marine Park. 
These shiurim join the organization’s many 
different learning programs and thousands of 
participants in cities across Eretz Yisrael, Eu-
rope and North America. From Monsey, NY, to 
Mogilov, Belrussia, people are following the 
Daf HaYomi B’Halacha daily limud. 

Daf HaYomi B’Halacha is a structured, 
daily learning program aimed at covering the 
entire Mishnah Berurah for people who wish 
to know the halachos of Shabbos, Yom Tov 
and daily life. Participants following the daily 
limud schedule will learn not only the words 
of the Mishnah Berurah, but also learn and 
understand the rulings of the great poskim on 
thousands of modern, practical questions.

Daf HaYomi B’Halacha is currently up to 
the middle of Mishnah Berurah Chelek Gim-
mel, hilchos Shabbos. One example of the 
practical halachos being learned just this week 
is the difference of opinion among gedolei Yis-
roel as to what topics one is permitted to dis-
cuss on Shabbos. 

The shiurim are open to everyone. Partici-
pants who wish to commit to taking the month-
ly tests can earn a stipend. To receive a free 
pocket-sized luach containing the daily limud 
schedules of: Daf HaYomi Bavli, Daf HaYo-
mi Yerushalmi, and Daf HaYomi B’Halacha, 
or to find a shiur near you, contact Dirshu at 
888.5.Dirshu (888.534.7748).

Dirshu’s Daf HaYomi B’Halacha Catches 
On In Nine Additional Cities

By Gitty Levine

Since the invention of the printing press, 
thousands of books have promised to share 
the secret to life’s most elusive goal: hap-
piness. In the secular world, they call them 
self-help books, but in our world, we know 
that the Torah is the place to look for 
answers. But with so many books out 
there, which should one choose? My 
suggestion is Stop Surviving, Start 
Living by Rabbi Ben Zion Shafier. It’s 
a hashkafah book with a difference.

What makes Stop Surviving, Start 
Living so unique? Its tone. Written 
in accessible language, it reads like 
a casual conversation with a friend - 
except that this conversation is deceptively 
deep and spiritual. 

Thematically, I would divide the book 
into three sections. The first is about happi-
ness. Does more money equal more happi-
ness? If not, where can I find it? The answer: 
all around you. Just open your eyes.

I’d classify the next section as “spiritual 
psychology.” What is the neshamah? Why 
do we need a yeitzer harah? Lest you think 

you’ve heard this from other sources, I urge 
you to read the chapter called “The Prin-
cess and the Peasant” for its literary quality 
alone. 

Last, Rabbi Shafier takes on the issue 
most of us would prefer to avoid: death. “Is 

death depressing?” he asks. Not when 
you read what he has to say about 
it. Between the story of a cancer 
survivor, the medically documented 
account of a woman’s near-death 
experience, and a mussar exercise 
I won’t dare spoil for you, the final 
chapters left me soaring.

Anyone familiar with theshmuz.
com knows what makes Rabbi Shafi-

er’s message so effective. For change to 
work, it has to speak to us. If it seems too 
lofty, too complex, and too daunting, we 
might begin with the best of intentions, but 
eventually we give up. When mussar ad-
dresses life as we know it and manages to be 
entertaining, that’s a recipe for success. The 
Shmuz on Life is short enough to be finished 
in a few hours, engaging enough to keep you 
reading, and, most of all, spiritual enough to 
move your soul.

Etka Gitel Schwartz, who has achieved 
renown for her weekly Binah articles, will be 
speaking in Boro Park for the very first time on 
May 10, at the Anshe Sfard Hall, at an evening 
event to benefit Hands-On for Children.  Her 
topic will be “Beyond the Page – A Lightheart-
ed Look at How Writing can Touch Lives.”    
Mrs. Schwartz’s articles have impacted, in-
spired and entertained readers around the 
globe.  Boro Park women will have the oppor-
tunity to hear her speak about how she started 
her writing career and what it means to her.  

Hands-On For Children is a unique organi-
zation that was created to ease the burdens of 
families coping with a seriously ill child.  They 
provide a wide array of educational and emo-
tional support services for children and their 
families.  In the hospital, home and school, 
Hands-On For Children is there to help.  Hands 
–On For Children is unique in its ability to 
connect to patients and families in a hands-on, 

non-bureaucratic fashion.  They are in constant 
contact with patient’s families and get to know 
the first names of each family member, as well 
as their preferences, schedules, wishes, hopes 
and dreams, and try to fulfill them as best as 
they can. Hospital shifts, daily trips to places 
of interest for patients on a chemo break, Pu-
rim Doctor Appreciation Baskets, specialized 
food, sibling program are just some of the 
customized solutions that Hands-On For Chil-
dren offers. Hear firsthand about the program 
from a grateful parent, Mrs. Chanie Itkin, who 
will be speaking about her daughter Chaya 
Mushka’s difficult journey through illness and 
Hands-On’s unique involvement with her fam-
ily. A moving slideshow will follow.

Enjoy an evening of light food, fantastic 
speakers and beautiful raffle prizes to benefit 
the children of Hands-On by joining at Anshei 
Sfard,4502-14th Avenue on May 10th. The re-
ception will begin at 7:30, the program at 8:00. 
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