
Page 56 THE JEWISH PRESS  Friday,  June 3,  2011

ENGAGEMENTS
Ayala Schmell (Woodmere, New York) and 

Yosef Kolnick (West Hempstead, New York). 
Mazal tov to their parents Shelley & Saul Skolnick 
and Chavi & Moshe Schmell. 

Stephanie Wasserman (Staten Island, New 
York) and Akiva Dym (Brooklyn, New York). 
Mazal tov to their parents Freidy & Dr. Harry Dym 
and Mitzi & Barry Wasserman.

Michal Shira Benisti (Jerusalem, Israel) and 
Mendy Zafi r (Brooklyn, New York). Mazal tov to 
the Bensiti and Zafi r families.

BIRTHS
Baby boy to Goldie and Nussy Bornfreund 

(Far Rockaway, New York). Mazal tov to his 
grandparents Mrs. Chana Katz and Mr. & Mrs. Sh-
loime Bornfreund.

Shoshana to Sarah and Ay Mernick. Mazal 
tov to her big sister Miriam and to the Mednick 
family of Toronto and the Modlinger family of Los 
Angeles.

Schneur Zalman to Brucha and Sender 
Benkhen (Hillside, New Jersey). Mazal tov to his 
siblings Yosi, Avrahmi, Devora Leah, Yoni, Shana 
and Levi. A special mazal tov to his grandparents 
Marsha & Shaya Ostrov of Brooklyn and Mrs. 
Faigie Shoychetman of Brooklyn. An extra special 
mazal tov to his great-grandmother Mrs. Gorelick 
of Montana.

Azriel to Orit and Yanky Gross. Mazal tov 
to his big sisters Rachelli and Rikki. A special 
mazal tov to his grandparents Esther & Moshe Gross 
and Breina & Arie Pollak.

MAZELMAZEL MAZAL TOV

718.256.5200                 718.256.0667

Sup
erior

Weddings,  Bar Mitzvahs
Dinners & All your party needs

AT YOUR HALL OR OURS “Pleasing palates for over a decade”

CATERERS

Now catering at the Karni Hall
485 Kings Highway
Up to 300 guests

GLATT
KOSHER

New - Exquisite
Milchig - Dairy Menu

Available for all occasions

THE UPTOWN AMBIANCE RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER

Let Us Cater Your Party At Home Or Office
Chinese, Sushi & American Cuisine

4413 13th Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. • (718) 438-2576

Fine Dining
China GlattChina Glatt

FINE GLATT KOSHER CATERING AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

enj hai

jxhshag
ajhyv

$18
pp.

Min 100
Couples

For Information & Reservations, Call Michoel Attias 718-252-6675; 718-473-6792

Now also catering at the New Distinctive
Yeshviva TorasEmes Kaminetz

1904 Avenue N, corner E. 19th Street

One of the threads, known as the shamash, should 
be considerably longer than the others. The shamash 
is used to coil itself around the other seven threads as 
will be described later. The loosely hanging threads 
are tied in a double knot as close as possible to the 
corner of the garment. At this stage there are eight 
strands hanging from the hole in the tallit tied at 
the top by a double knot.

The hanging shamash is then coiled seven times 
around the other seven threads hanging from the 
fi rst knot and then, chainlike, the eight threads are 
tied together in a second double knot. The shamash 
is then coiled eight times around the other seven 

threads hanging from the second knot and then the 
eight threads are tied together into a third double 
knot. 

Next the shamash is coiled eleven times around 
the other seven threads now hanging from the third 
knot and then the eight threads are tied together into 
a fourth double knot. The shamash is then coiled 
thirteen times around the other seven threads, now 
hanging from the fourth knot and then the eight 
threads are tied together into a fi fth and fi nal dou-
ble knot.

We are told the fi ve knots represent the fi ve books 
of the Torah and that the thirty-nine coils of the 
shamash are equal to the numerical value of Hash-
em Echad,   God is one. We are also told the numeri-
cal value of tzitzit plus the eight threads and the fi ve 

knots is equal to the 613 commandments. Clearly, 
the tallit we so habitually throw over our shoulders 
is a fi nely calibrated spiritual garment.

Whenever I wanted to run wild, my father would 
hold up the braids of the tzitzit with his left hand 
and point to the knots with his right hand. Then, 
still holding the braids on high in his left hand, he 
would run the free-fl owing strands through the fi n-
gers of his right hand. As he did so, he would look 
at me and say, “You will only enjoy the full run of 
freedom if you fi rst tie yourself to the Five Books of 
the Torah.”

Raphael Grunfelds book “Ner Eyal on Sed-
er Moed” (distributed by Mesorah) is available at 
OU.org and at Judaica bookstores. Any comments to 
the writer are welcome at Rafegrunfeld@gmail.com

Grunfeld
Continued from p.39

For The 
Sake Of 

Jerusalem
Thousands are ex-

pected at the 18th an-
nual Israel Day Con-
cert in Central Park, 
Sunday, June 5, at 
the Summer Stage. 
The concert/rally is 
spearheaded by Dr. 
Joseph Frager, long-
time organizer, and 
Dr. Paul and Drora 
Brody, chairpersons. 
Pictured is a scene 
from last year’s con-
cert.

Torah Umesorah 
Hears Rabbi Shafi er

By Breindy Reiss

“Are we teaching fear of Hashem in the class-
rooms?” “If we are what can we do, to make these 
lessons better?” These were two powerful questions 
that were presented by Rabbi Ben Tzion Shafi er to 
an audience of over 250 teachers at the Torah Ume-
sorah Convention. The lecture began Sunday morn-
ing at eleven and lasted for an hour with questions 
answers afterwards.

Everyone was convinced that Rabbi Shafi er had 
solid reasons for what he was asking. Being that 
Rabbi Shafi er gets tons of correspondence from 
graduates of “the system” he knows what he is 
talking about. You might ask yourself, “Why are so 
many people contacting him?” Well, Rabbi Shafi er 
has produced over 200 audio shmuzin (ethical dis-
courses) on diffi cult subjects like belief in Hashem, 
fear of Hashem, improving one’s davening, trust-
ing Hashem, etc. 

On the average, over 10,000 people download 
or buy Cds of each shmuz. A lot of these young 
people tell him that, even though they went to the 
best yeshivas or Bais Yaakovs, these topics were 
not taught or if they were taught, somehow, they 
were not absorbed properly into the student’s mind 
and heart.

Rabbi Shafi er explained to the audience of edu-
cators that a teacher must make these diffi cult con-
cepts “relevant,” “real” and “resonate.” “Relevant” 
means you have to speak the language of the teen-
ager. You have to use examples they can relate to. 
“Real” means they have to feel what you are saying; 
it has to be touchable. “Resonate” means that it has 
to sit right with them.

Rabbi Shafier spent much time on demon-
strating how the concept of Olam Habo, the 
World to Come can be taught using the “Three 
R method.”

After the lecture was over, Rabbi Shafi er an-
swered questions. To no one’s surprise, two box-
es fi lled with his book Stop Surviving Start Liv-
ing and over a dozen of his books The Shmuz on 
the Parsha were quickly sold out. The rest of the 
teachers are patiently waiting for their orders to 
be fi lled.


