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By Frimet Blum

When parents, alumni, members of the 
community and friends of Mosdos Veretzky 
gathered for the yeshiva’s 26th dinner, hakoras 
hatov was in the air. Close to a thousand peo-
ple attended to express their support of the ye-
shiva. The dinner was graced by the presence 
of many distinguished rabbonim and was an 
affi rmation of the yeshiva’s tremendous im-
pact on its talmidim. Parents went beyond the 
call of duty in their efforts to make the dinner 
a success, as an expression of their gratitude 
to the yeshiva.

The hakoras hatov is mutual. The 
hanhalah was deeply gratifi ed to fi nd that, 

economic downturn notwithstanding, the 
parent body and friends came through with 
exceptional generosity and dedication. That 
friendship fi lled the atmosphere at the dinner. 
In the words of one guest, “We felt like we 
were at a family simcha and each and every 
person there was another member of the fam-
ily.” 

Mosdos Veretzky is, indeed, a family, and 
its talmidim and alumni are cherished chil-
dren. The yeshiva has earned a reputation 
in Flatbush as a remarkable makom Torah, 
where hundreds of children from preschool 
through mesivta grow in Torah and avodah, 
and develop yiras Shomayim, middos tovos 
and a trademark Chassidishe bren. 

The yeshiva is blessed with wonderful 
partners - the parents of its talmidim. It is 
also blessed with cherished friends, the din-
ner honorees: Mr. and Mrs. Shlomo (Sol) and 
Esther Werdiger, Grandparents of the Year; 
Mr. and Mrs. Yonasan and Esther Moskowitz, 
Mesivta Bais Aron Tzvi Parents of the Year 
Award; Mr. and Mrs. Zeesh and Michal Mer-
melstein, Yeshiva Ohr Shraga Veretzky Par-
ents of the Year Award; Mr. and Mrs. Motti 
and Tzivie Gluck, Mesivta Bais Aron Tzvi 
Tomech Torah Award; Mr. and Mrs. Shmuli 
and Ruchie Davidowitz, Yeshiva Ohr Shraga 
Veretzky Tomech Torah Award, in memory of 

Mr. Shloima (Solomon) Obstfeld z”l; and Mr. 
and Mrs. Eli Stamler, Alumnus of the Year 
Award. 

Mr. Itzy Stern, the dinner chairman, set 
the tone for the evening, introducing the 
rosh yeshiva, Rav Landau, and the honorees. 
Rav Landau offered divrei bracha and spoke 
about the yeshiva’s commitment to excellent 
chinuch. 

The dinner was a tremendous success 
and served as an affi rmation of the work of 
Mosdos Veretzky and the respect that the par-
ent body, alumni and community has for this 
wonderful mosod haTorah.

Hakoras Hatov at 26th Mosdos Veretzky 
Dinner

By Daniel Keren

Early this month, Hakhel sponsored a 
special yarchei kallah program for both men 
and women at Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyo-
min in Flatbush designed to help members of 
the Flatbush community appreciate the real 
beauty and magnifi cence of Purim that are all 
too often lost due to our frantic preparations 
and hectic Purim schedules. 

Hakhel, a Flatbush-based organization, is 
dedicated to promoting Torah-true values in 
the community.

One of the two speakers at the program 
was Rabbi Ben Tzion Shafi er of The Shmuz. 
He spoke of the tragedy of so 
many people who are shack-
led in their limited beliefs in 
themselves and their abili-
ties to ever achieve anything 
important in life. He told the 
true story of a young boy 
who was hit by a car. His arm 
was pinned under the wheel 
of the vehicle and an ambu-
lance crew was unable to ex-
tricate him. The car couldn’t 
move back because of the 
danger that it might fatally 
run over the boy.

The rescuers were un-
able to pick up the heavy vehicle. A second 
ambulance crew arrived and they, too, were 
helpless in lifting up the car. All of a sudden, 
the boy’s 63-year-old grandmother ran over 
to the car and lifted up the vehicle with her 
tiny arms. Immediately, the ambulance crew 
removed the boy.

How, Rabbi Shafi er asked, are we to un-
derstand how a frail grandmother was able to 
lift a heavy car for the few seconds necessary 
to save the boy, when larger and stronger men 
were unable to pick up the vehicle? The an-
swer is that she had a special fi re and enthu-
siasm that allowed her to discover in herself 
abilities or strengths that she never before 
imagined she possessed.

In the Purim story, Rabbi Shafi er ex-
plained, Mordechai launched the most in-
credible wave of teshuvah in the history of 

the Jewish people. Klal Yisroel was seeming-
ly condemned to extermination by Hashem 
via the anti-Semitic plot of Haman because 
they sinned by participating in and eating at 
the seudah of Achashveirosh. 

Rabbi Shafi er noted that the three-day fast 
commanded by Esther included the fi rst days 
of Pesach, so the Jews did not celebrate the 
Seder night. Why couldn’t Mordechai and 
Esther have just pushed off the fast and teshu-
vah effort until after the Yom Tov of Pesach?

Mordechai Hatzaddik, Rabbi Shafi er ex-
plained, understood that this time period, 
including the beginning of the Yom Tov of 
Pesach, was an opportunity that had to be 

taken advantage of then and 
there. If delayed, the enthusi-
asm would weaken and who 
knows if the Jews would have 
been saved in the miraculous 
manner they were actually re-
deemed from the wicked plot 
of Haman?

Most people, Rabbi Shafi -
er said, are inspired for a mo-
ment and unfortunately lose 
that special inspiration. If you 
are smart, you will seize the 
moment and grow just a little 
more. You don’t instantly be-
come a tzaddik from that spe-

cial inspiration. But with every successive 
moment of inspiration that one encounters, 
one should take advantage of it and continue 
to grasp the opportunities to steadily improve 
oneself in matters of Torah observance and 
yiras Hashem. With this awareness, Rab-
bi Shafi er called upon those attending the 
Hakhel program to make a concerted effort 
to seize the precious opportunities to enhance 
one’s service of Hashem.

Following the program, many in the au-
dience took advantage of the opportunity to 
purchase copies of Rabbi Shafi er’s new book, 
“The Shmuz on Life: Stop Surviving - Start 
Living.” 

For more information about other pro-
grams offered by Rabbi Shafi er or to ob-
tain a copy of “The Shmuz on Life,” call 
866.613.8672 or visit www.TheShmuz.com. 

A small seed is planted deep within the 
earth. With time and just the right mixture 
of sunlight, rain and nurturing, the seed is 
transformed and in its place stands a strong, 
sturdy tree. Just like a child.

Every day of our lives, and especially 
during special times, our 
children are at the fore-
front of our tefi llos. What 
do we want? What do we 
ask for? Surely that our 
children should grow be-
derech haTorah and give 
nachas to Hashem.

Growing With The 
Tree, a children’s book by 
Rachel Stein, can motivate 
your child as he journeys 

along the path of life. Allow your child to 
join Shimmy and his father as they grow 
together exponentially year after year. Each 
Nissan, as they eagerly embrace the experi-
ence of Birkas Ha’illanos, they learn a new 
lesson from a fruit tree that is then carefully 

incorporated into their 
lives. 

After reading this book, 
Birkas Ha’illanos will 
never feel quite the same. 
Growing With The Tree is 
a gift that can help parents 
and children stretch their 
branches higher and pro-
duce spectacular fruits as 
they fl ourish in the verdant 
soil of Torah and mitzvos.

Councilman David G. Greenfi eld is in-
troducing legislation this week to increase 
legal parking spaces in New York City. The 
bill would require that non-functioning fi re 
hydrants across the fi ve boroughs be painted 
green to signify that parking next to the hy-
drant is permissible. Greenfi eld, who has 
introduced and co-sponsored several 
pieces of legislation aimed at mak-
ing parking easier for New York-
ers, believes that this latest bill will 
not only increase the number 
of legal parking spaces, but 
will also address safety con-
cerns arising from non-repair 
of broken hydrants. 

“I drafted this bill with an 
eye toward making it easier to 
park in New York City,” said 
Councilman Greenfi eld. “How-
ever, I believe there are also added 
safety benefi ts. Residents will be 
able to easily identify a broken 
hydrant on their street thanks to a 
coat of green paint. Not to mention, 
fi refi ghters responding to emergencies 
won’t waste precious seconds trying to con-
nect to a broken hydrant.”

Comptroller John Liu released an audit 
in January detailing the number of non-func-
tioning “high-priority” hydrants throughout 

the city and the Department of Environmen-
tal Protection’s repair response time, which 
was shockingly low in some areas, particu-
larly Councilman Greenfi eld’s home bor-

ough of Brooklyn. High priority hydrants 
are defi ned as those located next to a 

hospital, school or senior citizens’ 
residence, or any that are the only 

fi re hydrants on their block. The 
audit only explored high prior-
ity hydrants, meaning hundreds 

of other “low priority” hy-
drants could remain non-
operational for weeks or 
months. 
“By the Department of 

Environmental Protection’s 
own admission, many hy-
drants are broken across New 
York City,” noted Green-

fi eld. “DEP estimates that, 
at any give time, over 1,000 
hydrants are non-operational. 
That means upwards of 3,000 

parking spaces could be available 
on city streets. Not to mention that 

over 1,000 non-operational hydrants puts 
New Yorkers at risk. A quick coat of paint 
will keep New Yorkers and fi rst-responders 
informed. Hopefully, it will also encourage 
DEP to keep up with hydrant repairs.”

Greenfi eld Legislation To Allow Parking 
At Broken Fire Hydrants
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BOOK REVIEW
Growing With The Tree
By Rachel Stein
Reviewed by H. Alterman

The Shmuz Discusses the Importance 
of Not Underestimating One’s Abilities


