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By Ben Nechamia

Rabbi Ben Zion Shafier of the popular 
Shmuz addressed a senior group of RAJE 
students in Brooklyn. RAJE, or Russian 
American Jewish Experience, a branch of 
Gateways, is a kiruv organization that pro-
vides programming to meet the needs of Rus-
sian Jews.

The evening was particularly notewor-
thy, as Rabbi Shafier recently returned from 
a whirlwind international tour promoting his 
new book, Stop Surviving, Start Living. This 
was one of his first lectures in the New York 
City area. 

Rabbi Shafier made the observation that 
Hashem wants us to enjoy life. Yet, most 

people today just 
aren’t happy. 
Why? 

We live in re-
markable times. 
We enjoy mate-
rial possessions 
and luxuries that 
a century ago 
were unheard of. 
Kings of yester-
year could not 
envision the com-

forts that we take for granted today. Never in 
the course of history has so much been avail-
able to so many. Moreover, we benefit from 
unprecedented rights: freedom of religion, 

freedom of speech, freedom from oppression 
and intolerance. We can live where we want, 
as we want, when we want. Our lifestyle is 
something that mankind only dreamed of. In 
short, we have so much. The question, then, 
is: Why are so many people today unhappy? 
What’s lacking? 

What’s lacking is a fundamental under-
standing of life. Hashem created us with a ne-
shamah and a guf, and both have their needs. 
The needs of the body are clear and plain to 
see. The needs of the neshamah, on the other 
hand, aren’t so obvious. Most people don’t 
recognize those needs, let alone satisfy them. 
And so, when you feed one half of you and 
not the other, you are left empty, yearning 
and hungry. Much like a man who overeats 
because he is hungry but can’t identify what 
it is that he lacks, most people, even religious 
Jews, feel an emptiness pervading their lives. 
They try to fill that void with “things,” think-
ing, “This is what I have been lacking. This 
is what I need. Once I get this last final thing, 
then I will be happy.” Then, in a headlong 
rush, they pursue careers and promotions, 
honor and prestige, acquisitions and hobbies, 

distraction after distraction, running, running 
and running - anything just to not think about 
the emptiness inside. From cars to homes, 
planes to cruises. Buy a boat, then a yacht, 
next a Rolex, then a Rembrandt. Luxuries, 
parties, extravaganzas - anything, anything 
to fill that void inside. But it never works. 
They wake up in the middle of the night and 
mouth the words, “There has to be more to 
life than this.”  

There is so much more. But if you don’t 
understand your basic makeup, you have 
little chance of achieving inner peace and 
harmony. Ironically, most people know what 
won’t make them happy, but few people 
know what does bring them happiness. And 
so, they live out their existence, empty in the 
core of their essence.

Rabbi Shafier concluded that while the 
Torah is not a self-help happiness guide, one 
of the side benefits of leading a proper To-
rah lifestyle is a sense of balance and inner 
harmony. Both parts of man have their needs 
filled and so he is at peace with himself. He 
then experiences joy, contentment and hap-
piness.

In celebration of 20 years of serving the Jewish community with unbeatable prices and 
exceptional customer service, leading Jewish leasing company Wheels to Lease is giving 
back. And no, they’re not giving away a GPS (though there will be plenty of those handed 
out in future contests!) . The company, which has over 30,000 families who are proud cus-
tomers, doesn’t just want to, well, spin their wheels. So to fully salute their success and give 
back, they’re offering a free two-year lease to one lucky winner.

“We’ve been in businesses for over twenty years, and I feel like its a good time to show 
our appreciation to one really lucky person,” says CEO Sol Hershkop. “Tens of thousands 
of families keep coming back to us lease after lease. That’s a pretty big accomplishment!”

To enter the contest, simply go to www.wheelstolease.com/freecar or send an email to 
freecar@wheelstolease.com. The winner will be announced July 31st, 2011. 

Rabbi Yisroel Reisman, Rav, Agudath Is-
rael of Madison, Zichron Chaim Zvi and Rosh 
Yeshiva, Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, will present 
the keynote luncheon address at Agudath Is-
rael of America’s upcoming Halacha Confer-
ence for Professionals and Business Commu-
nity.  Sponsored by the organization’s Torah 
Projects Commission, the all-day symposium 
will take place on Sunday, 11 Iyar May 15, at 
the New York Marriot Hotel in Brooklyn.

The eleventh in a series of events of this 
kind, the conference will, like in previous 
years, be structured to include case studies of 
particular halachic and ethical dilemmas in 
the business, accounting, legal, medical and 
mental health fields and will feature presenta-
tions by expert lecturers and noted halachic 
authorities.

According to Agudath Israel executive di-
rector, Rabbi Labish Becker, for the past few 
months committees comprised of respected 
members of each profession have been work-
ing with representatives of the Torah Projects 
Commission to plan sessions that will address 
many of the complex halachic issues con-
fronting Bnei Torah active in these fields.

“Every profession has its own unique set 
of halachic and hashkafic questions,” he ob-
serves. “As Torah Jews we realize that the 
Shulchan Aruch does not become irrelevant 
chas veshalom when we enter our place of 

work or business. Whether we are dealing 
with areas as diverse as structuring of con-
tracts, organ donations, new technologies, or 
dealing with abusive relationships the Torah 
has much to say about it.

“This year’s program is already generating 
a lot of interest and excitement,” say Torah 
Projects Commission co-chairmen Shlomo 
Gottesman and Gedaliah Weinberger, who 
will moderate the conference program. The 
quality of the speakers and importance of the 
topics has really struck a chord among Torah-
true professionals.  

Some of the important issues that will be 
dealt with include relationship issues in hala-
cha and hashkafa particularly those between 
parents and children and between spouses; 
halachic challenges arising from new tech-
nologies; issues of abuse and mandated re-
porting; and ethical dilemmas facing frum 
professionals.

Say Rabbi Avrohom Nisan Perl and Rabbi 
Eliyahu Simcha Bamberger of the Torah Proj-
ects Commission and coordinators of the con-
ference: “Given the increasing complexities 
and every-changing dynamics of the business 
and professional worlds, it is incumbent upon 
observant Jews to regularly refine and update 
their knowledge of the halachos dealing with 
their profession.  The Halacha Conference 
was designed to assist them in that goal.

Twenty-five years ago, an exquisite young 
neshama left this world. The news of the fa-
tal bus accident, the day she was to return 
from Camp Sternberg, left Yehudit (Judy) 
Shwekey’s family and friends shaken and 
heartbroken. Motivated by her ready quality 
of chesed, they soon transformed their sorrow 
into moments of joy and inspiration by help-
ing countless needy Yehudim. 

On her first yahrtzeit, her fellow campers 
held a charity fundraiser to elevate their dear 
friend’s neshama. The following year, her 
classmates presented an evening of stirring 
plays and song. Then her family decided to 
take up the noble baton and launch a special 
tzedakah in her name. Since she was about 
to become a kallah and delighted in giving 
of her time, knowledge and care to children 
who needed tutoring, Keren Yehudit Shwekey 
tzedaka goes towards hachnosot kallah, tutor-
ing, scholarships for camps, and to yeshivot 
in Israel. 

The first Chinese Auction event was a huge 
success. “Her name is forever alive through 
this tzedakah event,” says Mrs. Sara Malka. 
“Yehudit’s kindness brightened the lives of 
everyone blessed to know her. And this qual-
ity lives on, through Keren Yehudit Shwekey.”

Yehudit’s school friends and their parents 
faithfully attend the Chinese Auctions and en-
joy reminiscing with her mother, Mrs. Adele 
Shwekey. According to her daughter, Mrs. 
Malka, those who can’t attend, send checks 
and notes to her mother. “Not one of them fell 
out of the ranks and sometimes brides stop by 
the day of their wedding to deliver a large do-
nation.” she says. “This is a true consolation 
to my mother, that the name of my sister is 
chai vikayom by bringing happiness to oth-
ers.” 

“They contact us all year round.” Appar-
ently, people in need know whom to call as 
well. Unfortunately, the number of people 
who reach out to Keren Yehudit Shwekey for 
monetary help grows each year. Recipients of 
the Keren are very grateful. “We constantly 

receive beautiful letters of hakarat hatov from 
the many recipients.” However, it is pitiful 
when funds run out and those in true need are 
turned away due to the Keren’s lack of money. 

Ten years ago, the Malka children took 
over the detailed organizing of the event. 
Throughout the year, they are on the lookout 
for particularly elegant items, collecting dona-
tions from their friends, associates, donors to 
purchase such coveted prizes as: wigs, kitchen 
sets, jewelry, linen and much more. Yehudit’s 
aunt, Rosette Haber, is also especially active 
in procuring beautiful gifts and makes sure 
to book prominent speakers each year. Past 
events featured Rabbi Shlomo Diamond, 
Rabbi Eli Mansour, Rabbi Moshe Kasseous, 
Rabbi Shmuel Shwekey, Rabbi Yonah Wein-
rib, Rabbi Yaakov Salomon, and many more. 

From 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. the Malka house is 
transformed into a glorious Chinese auction, 
featuring a delectable dairy buffet, which gets 
replenished throughout the day. 

“People go home very excited and happy 
with their great prizes,” says Mrs. Malka, 
“such as, exquisite jewelry by David Rudy 
and Shlomo Chamoula, laptops, iPods, GPS’s, 
$500 gift cards and many more.” Aside from 
the winning of outstanding prizes, one of the 
popular highlights of the all-day event is the 
highly-touted and attended comedy show with 
the inevitably hilarious Miri Kunstlinger. This 
year there will also be a demonstration on how 
to make children’s hair bow accessories by 
Rivka Dayan.

This year’s Chinese auction will be held 
on Thursday, May 12th from 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 
p.m. at 919 1st Court in Brooklyn. The comedy 
show, “Asparagus,” a spoof on the ever-pop-
ular Pomegranate, promises to be “an unfor-
gettable shopping experience,” and will begin 
at 7:30 p.m. For more information, or if you 
cannot attend but would like to support this 
important cause, please call 718-336-9614 to 
receive a copy of the Chinese auction booklet 
with prizes by mail.

B’emet, everyone leaves a winner.

Keren Yehudit (Judy) Shwekey 22th 
Chinese Auction 
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Leading Jewish Leasing Company Gives Back! 

The world today is constantly changing 
and every change brings new challenges. Are 
we ready to instill values in our children that 
will last a lifetime? 

P’tach will present a large event in Brook-
lyn this coming week titled “PowerParenting 
- Three Keys to Instilling Values that Will 
Last a Lifetime.”

This event is geared to parents of all ages. 
Addressing the growing concern for chil-
dren’s social, emotional and religious well-
being when they are no longer under their 
parents’ protective watch, the presentation 
will explain how adults can ensure that the 
lessons they teach will stay with their chil-
dren now and in the future. Its goal is to give 
parents the tools they need to learn the art of 
PowerParenting and give all of their chinuch 

long-term potency.
Renowned child psychologist Dr. David 

Pelcovitz will be the main speaker of the eve-
ning. The event is a sequel to P’tach’s parent-
ing event in Queens which drew an overflow 
crowd of 500 people this past winter.

The program will take place on Sunday 
Evening, May 8, at 8 p.m., at Young Israel 
of Midwood, located at 1694 Ocean Avenue, 
at the corner of Avenue L. There is no admis-
sion charge and light refreshments will be 
served, sponsored by Pomegranate.  

P’tach has partnered with the local yeshi-
vos and Bais Yaakovs in presenting this event 
to the community. 

For more information, contact the P’tach 
office at 718.854.8600 or email info@ptach.
org.

Parenting for a Lifetime
P’tach Event in Brooklyn this Sunday


