Parshas BiHalotsicha

When the Holy Ark would travel, Moshe would say rige
HASHEM and let your foes be scattered. Let those lilate
You flee from before You.”

In this posuk, Moshe Rabbenu is equating hatrédeofews
with hatred of HASHEM. “Let those that hate Youeflzom
before You”

Rashi is bothered by the comparison. Why does Me siadi
the enemies of the Jews, “enemies of HASHEM?” Maviey
are just enemies of the Jewish People? Rashi amswer
“Anyone who hates Yisroel hates HASHEM. It seenemacthat
Rashi assumes that the root cause of Anti Semitisratred of
G-d.

But this concept of attributing hatred of Jews atréd of
HASHEM seems difficult to understand. After allwé study
history, we see many reasons that Jews were haad they
had nothing to do with hating HASHEM.

The Jealousy theory

One reason that has been commonly blamed for antitiSm
is simply jealousy. Historically, it was the Jewavbrought his
economic wisdom and acumen to the various courtiges
inhabited; it was the Jew who became the advisgiicanfidant
to kings and governors. The Jewish contributiothéocultural,
scientific, and technological evolution of civilizan is nothing
short of astounding. Whether in academics, politios media,
or the professions — from curing polio to discomgratomic
energy; from Hollywood to Wall Street-—Jews have had
extraordinary influence on human progress. It sethaisin
business, politics, art, theatre, science, ancabo@vements,
the Jews are at the head of every movement. Wiitribations
as diverse as those made by Freud, Spinoza, Trd<siflya,
Jerry Seinfeld, and Albert Einstein, the Jew exdelem 1901
till 1990, over 22% of Nobel prizes winners wereidh, even
though Jews constituted less than % of 1% of thddwo
population.

This alone would seem like a logical reason fori/g#mitism:
the Jews have proven to be smarter, more endwimmore
successful than the peoples of the lands into wihieir were
exiled.

However, this isn’'t the only reason, there are maoye:

The Scapegoat theory

Another cause held responsible for anti-Semitisthes
Scapegoat theory: To gain power or distract theufzdion
from their suffering, a monarch would look for agé to put
the blame. What better a place than the eternalipided Jew?
By arousing the masses to Jew-hatred, an indiviskeing
power could use this energy as a galvanizing ftodeing
together masses of unaffiliated individuals. Weaialy have
seen many instances of this during the past 2,8@ésy

The “we killed their God” theory

But there are other reasons that sound plausile.is deicide - we
killed their God. The average person would agraeitha sound reason
to hate a people. After all, it certainly doesmugrd very friendly,
charitable, and kindly to kill god.

The Chosen Nation theory

Finally, one of the most oft quoted reasons to taelews is that we
make no secret of the fact that we are the Chosepl®. As clearly
written in the Torah, the Jewish People have béeng unique role to
play amongst the nations: to be a light, a guidd, lFASHEM’s most
beloved nation. Is it any wonder that throughoetrttillennium we have
been hated?

But these aren’t the only reasons. There are nmaagy reasons
presented to hate the Jews. How does Rashi explimnyone who
hates Jews, hates HASHEM? Maybe it is simply onh@feasons
above.

The answer — there is no answer

The answer to this question seems to come fromghequestion itself:
why is that the one constant throughout histotth& everyone always
hates the Jews? It seems that all things changeements come and go,
ideologies pass with time, systems of governmenttve- the only thing
that doesn’t change is that everyone hates the Rials or poor,
powerful or weak, dominant or oppressed, the Jdvaied - and then
blamed for causing that very hatred.

Beginning with Avraham Avinu almost 4,000 years atp@re has been
an endless stream of reasons to hate the Jew.handgelf is a most
curious phenomenon. In whatever country the Jewmsddhemselves,
they were loyal and industrious citizens, yet tiveye always hated and
always for different reasons.

Despised in one county for being too powerful, thampled in another
land for being too weak... segregated into ghettos.n #weused of
being separatists... hated as Republicans and DempSiatialists and
Anarchists; accused by Capitalists of being Comstuhiounded by
communists because they were all capitalists... Hatekilling a
religion’s god... yet equally despised in civilizat®that don’t worship
that god... called “children of the devil” and the déwmself... blamed
for the Bubonic Plague and typhus, for poising svathd using sacrificial
blood for baking matzahs.

With such varied and assorted rationales, it sébatshere is no
shortage of creativity when it comes to hatinglbe. The only
consistency in reasoning is: we hate the Jews. Wéhigate them doesn’t
matter; the cause of the hatred doesn’t matterotiyething that really
matters is that we truly, truly hate them.

What Rashi is teaching us is that there is no jitéeiseason for Anti-

Semitism- it can’t be explained because it makesamse. When one
looks into every cause, not only doesn't it anstherquestion as to why--
one quickly finds another circumstance where thase wasn'’t present,
yet the hatred was still there — as powerful andasive as ever.

The Jew represents HASHEM
The pattern that emerges is that there is no lbggeason for Anti-

Semitism until you focus on the real cause — thatlew represents
HASHEM. We are HASHEM's people. When the Gentileks at a Jew,
he sees HASHEM, and that image is not always aitteato him.

This concept carries a huge lesson for us. Whilenag forget our
holiness and our destiny, the Gentile nations Evays there to remind
us: we are different-- we are unique, and our iolenlike that of any
nation.

If we recognize our greatness and live up to dle ¢f the Chosen
People, we are then exalted, revered and respabfteeh we fail
to recognize our unique destiny and absorb thei@dtof the
times, then we are sent reminder after remindeuofunique role
amongst the nations - we are HASHEM'’s chosen people
For more listen Shmuz #34 |Israel- Exalted Nation or
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