Parshas Ba’Midba

Choose your friends wisely
Yischor and Zevulun became the teachers and

supporters of Torah

Rashi quotes the Midrash: Yissochor and Zevuluminecgreat
in Torah because their tents were placed nextetdets of
Moshe, Aharon, and his sons. The 250 individuals jeined
Korach in his rebellion against HASHEM, on the athand,
did so because their tents were located next ta¢tds. From
here Chazal learn, “Praise be a Tzadik, and pledas
neighbors. Woe to the Rasha, and woe to his neigtibo

The Medrash seems to attribute both the great saaife
Yissochor and Zevulun and the utter destructiodafach’s
congregation to the influence of neighbors. Thensgto imply
that the pivot point for both groups was who thegyaziated
with.

What makes this statement startling is the distéeteeen the
two ends. Throughout the generations, the rolecs&fi
teachers was given to Yissochor and the role gbsrijmg
Torah went to Yissochor and Zevulun. In this wégytreached
the heights of greatness. On the flip side, thepleeaho
followed Korach in rebellion against HASHEM are aded as
still burning in Gehinom to this day. Yet Yissoch@evulun,
and Korach'’s followers all began at the same sigupioint.
How could something so trivial make such a differece?

It seems difficult to understand how such a stéifflerence in
results can be caused by simply living in closexjpnity to one
person. This question becomes compounded whenkeeértto
account the circumstances and the times.

These events were taking place during the 40 yrdhe
Midbar. Rather than bringing the Jewish peopleatliyedo
Eretz Yisroel, HASHEM cloistered them within thenfioes of
the Clouds of Glory --locked away from the worldce-allow
them to become spiritual giants. All of their plogdineeds
were taken care of: they ate the Mon deliveredhéodoors of
their tents; they drank water from the be’er,; tlobdthes didn't
tatter; and their shoes didn’t wear out. They egneed
countless overt miracles.

They had all received the Torah

Furthermore, all of the individuals involved had tang before
stood at the foot of Har Sinai. When HASHEM proaiad for
the entire world to hear, “I| am HASHEM your G-dyegy man
woman and child standing there reached a leveteihg
HASHEM areater than a Ne. Thev experienced HASHEM

presence first-hand.

With that experience came a clear understandirtheopurpose
of life. The Jews at Sinai fully recognized that ave put on the
planet for a few short years with a specific missio grow, to
accomplish, and to shape ourthemselves into whatilvbe for
eternity. They knew that whatever state of perfectiie reach
here, we will enjoy forever.

How then is it possible that something as inconeatjal as
living next to a Tzadik or a Rasha could spell ation or great
success?

The human: a social being

The answer to this question seems to be that wahsiigre
social beings, and because of this, we are exglyisensitive to
influence from others. One of our needs is to bgplde need
friendships, we crave associations, and we hurigea $§ense of
community. When we fit into a group that we fegaat of, we
identify with that group. This is our chevra, otncte of friends,
and it becomes almost an extension of us. Ourecatfriends
affects our value systems, the way we view ourselaed our
roles in all that we do. But it's a double-edgemsl It can be
one of the greatest aids to a person’s spiritualtr or the
greatest liability . . .

Because the 250 men lived in Korach'’s vicinitysthecame
their community, their peer group. As such, it tedatheir social
environment. Korach yielded great social equitthiat group,
and he led the march to its abysmal failure. Baséwho lived
in the immediate proximity of Moshe and Aharon waffected
by a different force. The presence of Moshe Rabisbaped the
social fabric of that group. Its norms and ideatésenshaped by a
Torah giant. The social atmosphere had such antdffat
Yissochor and Zevulun were changed for generations.
Chazal are teaching us that the great heightotiegroup
reached and the low depths to which the other gemk due to
one factor — peer pressure. This is an eye-opeewgation as
to the power of influence.

The average person is smarter than the average pens

One of the quirks of human nature is that the ayeperson
assumes that he is smarter than the average p&#fen.times,
when we are confronted by the foibles of humanneatwe
exclaim, “How strange is the human!” But we forgmtake that
next critical step - remembering that “l too amuanan.”

When it comes to issues like the influence of fiignve may
agree that is significant in the life of some, aedtainly in the
lives of teenagers. However, once we are fully-fedradults,
mature, with an understanding of life and the wonld think
these concepts no longer apply to us.

What we see from this Chazal is a very differemspective. The
250 men who joined Korach were men of greatnessy Were
distinct and illustrious, singled out by name im thieginning of
Bamidbar - yet they were influenced to rebel agait’iSHEM.
The tribes of Yissochor and Zevulun included manilyfmature
adults, and they became great Torah leaders, @iuse of the
influence of others.

This is a powerful insight into the affect of thheehds that we
keep and their impact upon who we wish to become.
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