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Avrohom Avinu was informed that his nephew, Lot,
was captured. Against all odds and in a most coura-
geous manner, Avrohom waged war against the
combined armies of the four kings. Miraculously, he
was victorious and freed Lot.

After these events, HASHEM appeared to Avrohom and said, “Do not fear;
your reward is great.” Rashi explains that Avrohom was afraid that since
this great miracle had been done for him, he had used up all of his merits
and had no reward waiting for him in the World to Come. HASHEM allayed
those fears by saying, “Everything that | have done for you will not cost
you. Do not fear; your reward is great.”

The question is: How is it possible that a man as great Avrohom could pos-
sibly think that he had used up all of his reward? After years and years of
serving HASHEM, surely the reward waiting for him was phenomenal. The
answer to this is based on viewing life from a different vantage point.
PESACH IN ARIZONA | Imagine that your father-in-law invites you to join
him for Pesach in Sedona, Arizona. This is the ultimate Pesach extrava-
ganza. No expense is spared; the guests are showered with every imagin-
able luxury and amenity. A five-star hotel, French

chefs, an 18-hole golf course on premises — the best  How could Avrohom think
that he’d used up
all his reward in

the World to Come?

of the best. You graciously accept and are ready to
have the time of your life. But as it turns out, by the
time Pesach comes around, things at work aren’t
going well, and lately you’ve been fighting with your
wife, as a result, you're in the worst mood you’ve
ever been in. For the nine days that you are there,
you barely leave your hotel room.

When the vacation is over, your father-in-law ap-
proaches the hotel manager, and says, “My son-in-law hardly ate the entire
time he was here. He didn’t come to a single gala Kiddush. He didn’t use
the golf course. Not once did he step foot in the spa. Normally, | am not the
type to complain. But | just can’t see paying the regular rate, so I've de-
cided to pay half the bill, and expect you to waive the other half.”

How do you think the hotel representative would respond?

EARTH: A FIVE STAR HOTEL | This planet that we occupy is a five-star ho-
tel. We have every imaginable pleasure and amenity available to us. We
enjoy majestic sights and experiences that constantly surround us. From
magnificent floral scenes to exotic sea life, from the glory of the night sky
to the clear aqua green of the ocean, from a flower in bloom to the plum-
age of a jungle parrot, all of the pomp and ceremony of a sunrise — a world
created in Technicolor.

And more than that , we were given the tools with which to enjoy it. We
have legs with which to walk and hands with which to hold. We have ears,
a tongue, a nose, and fingers that bring us an astounding array of pleasures
from the world around us. We have foods that explode with a burst of
different flavors, aromas, textures, and colors. We are surrounded by un-
told pleasures and riches.

But more than anything, we have been granted the extraordinary privilege

THE FIVE STAR HOTEL
CALLED LIFE
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called life. We were given this golden opportunity
to shape ourselves into what we can be for eternity.
Is there any way to measure the value of life? Is it
worth a million dollars? Ten million? A hundred
billion? Is it even possible to put a value on our
existence?

Whether we recognize it for its extraordinary value or not, we are the re-
cipients of an unfathomable amount of good. And as such, we owe. From
the moment that we are born, the clock starts ticking and the debt begins.
For every breath that we breathe, for every pleasure we enjoy , for every
moment of our being, the bill increases. We owe our Creator for that which
He has given us.

NO FREE LUNCH | Somehow, we assume that all of the pleasures of this
world are free — on the house. | certainly won’t be charged for them. How-
ever, the Chovos Ha’Levovos explains that in reality, we do owe for them.
They were given to us by HASHEM, and as a result we owe for them.

For this reason, Avrohom was afraid. He made a calculation based on what
he received from HASHEM versus what he had given in return, and he
came out only slightly ahead. “Now that HASHEM
has brought this great miracle for me,” he thought,
“what possible reward do | have left? Surely it has
been all used up, and there is nothing left for me in
the World to Come.”

Avrohom Avinu wasn’t out of touch with reality.
Quite the opposite, he was highly attuned to a part
of the calculation that we rarely think about.

Yet HASHEM answered him, “Do not fear Avrohom;
your reward is great.”

HASHEM’S ANSWER: THE BOSS’ EXPENSE ACCOUNT | Essentially, HASHEM
was saying, “Every pleasure that you took from this world was to better
serve Me. Every moment of your life was used to do My bidding. How can |
possibly charge you for your use of this world? You were working for Me! It
is all on the Boss’ expense account. Avrohom, you have nothing to worry
about. Your reward is complete, untouched, and waiting for you.”

Because we live in a materialistic world, this concept has great relevance to
us.

If we take pleasures in this world because they help us better serve
HASHEM, then they are free. They help us do our job, and therefore the
Boss doesn’t charge us for them. But the moment we focus on pleasure for
pleasure’s sake, then they come at a cost, and the cost is that they come
off our reward in the World to Come.

While we hope that we have followed the Torah’s system — using this world
as is expected from us so the pleasures that we take from it do not come
off of our reward in the World to Come — the reality is that we owe a huge
debt to HASHEM for creating us and giving us life.

This perspective should be a major driving force in our serving HASHEM —
prompting us to on some level pay back the astounding good that
HASHEM constantly bestows upon us.

TO RECEIVE THESHMUZ VIEWS WEEKLY OR TO LISTEN TO ANY OF THE SHMUZIN FOR FREE—VISIT OUR SITE AT WWW.THESHMUZ.COM
THIS ISSUE IS SPONSORED LILLUI NISHMAS SHAYNA NECHA BAS SHALOM

FOR ADDITIONAL SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES PLEASE CONTACT MORDECHA@THESHMUZ.ZCOM

Queens s:30pm
Monday, November 10
Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim
76-01 147th Street

Kew Gardens Hill, NY

Monsey s:spm
Thursday, Nov. 13
Rabbi Levitan’s Shul
19 Olympia Lane
Monsey, NY

Lakewood
Sunday, Nov. g
Rabbi Gissinger’s Shul
170 Sunset Road
Lakewood, NJ

Bergenfield s:.000m
Wednesday, Nov. 12
Cong. Beth Abraham
396 New Bridge Rd.
Bergenfield, NJ

Passaic s:.00pm
Sunday, Nov. 23
P.T.I.

441 Passaic Ave
Passaic, NJ

9:00pm

L
lov

Womer





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


