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 After many grave 
warnings against leaving the ways 
of the Torah, Moshe Rabbeinu 
tells the Klal Yisroel that learning 
and keeping the Torah is within easy 
grasp of each of us. “Acquiring it doesn’t 
require wings to fly to the heavens, and 
studying it doesn’t demand crossing oceans.” 
Rather, Torah is well within the reach of each 
person.  
 Rashi, in commenting on the words, 
“It is not in the heavens,” adds the explanation: 
“For if it were in the heavens, you would be 
obligated to go up after it to learn it.” 

 If Only I Had Wings To Fly
 This Rashi is difficult to understand. 
Rashi’s role in Chumash is to clarify what the 
Torah means. As an aid to understanding, 
he may use examples and parables, but the 
goal is always to explain the pshat — the 
straightforward meaning of the posuk. 
 Not only doesn’t this comment help us 
understand what the Torah is telling us-- it isn’t 
true. Since time immemorial man has dreamed 
about flying, but man cannot sprout wings and 
fly. How can the Torah expect the impossible 
from us? And even more, this explanation is 
the opposite of what the Torah is trying to tell 
us. The entire paragraph outlines how close the 
Torah is and how easy it is to attain it. What is 
Rashi trying to teach us with his comment, “If 
it were in the heavens, you would be obligated to 
go up after it to learn it?” 
 The answer to this can best be 
understood with a moshol:

 An Amazing Feat Of Strength
 In 1997 in Tallahassee, Florida, a young 
boy was involved in an accident, and ended up 
being pinned under the wheel of a car. Rescu-
ers couldn’t help him; he was trapped. An on-
looker, seeing the danger, rushed over, and al-
most without thinking, reached for the fender 
of the car, lifted it off the ground, and freed the 
boy – a feat of amazing strength. 
 The unusual part of the story is that 
the hero, the one who lifted the car, was not 
a trained emergency professional or some big 
burly fireman, but rather the boy’s 63-year-
old grandmother who had never before lifted 
anything heavier than a bag of dog food. 
 The story became a media sensation 
and Dr. Charles Garfield, the author of a 
book of fantastic sports feats entitled Peak 
Performance, decided he wanted to interview 

 Eyes On The Prize
 This seems to be the answer to this 

Rashi. The Torah isn’t telling us that we 
need to sprout wings and fly. Rather, this is a 
moshol for the drive that a person must have to 
succeed. If a person’s attitude is, “Whatever it 
takes. No mountain is too high, no obstacle too 
difficult. If it were up in the heavens, I would 
fly there,”  then he will reach heights. However, 
if that enthusiasm is lacking, no matter how 
close the Torah is, he will not acquire it. 
 You don’t need to fly to the skies, 
but you need be ready to. Once that drive is in 
place, nothing can stop you. 
 The reality is that we have been given 
the Torah. It has been placed in front of us like 
a fully laden table. However, there are many, 
many obstacles that prevent us from learning 
it. Not rivers or mountains, but circumstances 
and distractions. There are many competing 
forces and many “other” responsibilities. So 
even though the Torah is very close, it is very, 
very far away. To acquire it, a person must 
maintain a laser like focus. 

 Two Types Of Gedolim
 Throughout the ages there have 
been two types of Gedolim: the “naturals” 
and the “hard workers.” Each generation has 
its Rav Moshe Feinsteins, the born geniuses, 
and it has had its Chasam Sofers, those who 
began as average, but just kept plugging away, 
learning and learning, until they reached the 
greatest heights. Both groups have one thing 
in common – amaylos in Torah, laboring in 
Torah study.
 It isn’t that Torah study is difficult; 
it is that success in any endeavor in life re-
quires constant motivation and strengthening 
of determination. And how much more so 
something that is as wide and as deep as the 
oceans?  
 No matter what a person’s natural 
capacity and life circumstances, if he sets 
his goal as the attainment of Torah, HASHEM

will help so that he can reach the stars. Is 
the journey difficult? While there are many 
challenges along the way, the ways of the Torah 
are pleasant, and a Jew has unique aptitude to 
absorb it. The only difficult part is setting our 
sights high enough and holding the course. 
However, if a person sets out with a drive to 
do whatever it takes, even if it means “flying 
to the heavens,” then HASHEM helps, and that 
person can reach his personal level of greatness 
on par with the greatest of Torah giants.  

her. However, she wasn’t interested in 
talking to him. She wouldn’t return his calls, 
and she did everything she could to avoid 
discussing the event. Finally, Dr. Garfield, 
being a convincing fellow, got her to agree to 
a meeting, and the reason she was reluctant 
to discuss the act turned out to be almost as 
amazing as the event itself. 
 During the discussion, the 
grandmother said she didn’t like to talk about 
the incident because it challenged her beliefs 
about what she could and could not do — 
about what was possible. “If I was able to do 
this, when I didn’t think it was possible, what 
does that say about the rest of my life? Have I 
wasted it?”
 After further discussion, Dr. 
Garfield asked her what she would like to 
do. She explained that she had never had the 
opportunity to further her education after high 
school. So after some coaching, Mrs. Laura 
Shultz began college at the age of 63. She 
received her degree and then went on to teach 
science in a community college.   

 Our Attitude Determines Our Altitude
 This story is illustrative of a very 
human tendency. Our understanding of 
what is and what is not possible creates 
imagined ceilings of opportunity for us. If 
I were smarter, I would have. . . If I were 
more talented, I could have. . . but I just can’t 
do it. Yet some people, who aren’t any more 
talented, who weren’t given all the breaks, 
just seem to plow through and somehow 
make the seemingly impossible happen. 
It almost seems that their attitude is their 
single greatest asset.  

Your Attitude
Determines Your Altitude

How can we be expected to fly to 
the heavens?

ספר דברים פרק ל (יב) לא בשמים הוא לאמר מי יעלה לנו 
השמימה ויקחה לנו וישמענו אתה ונעשנה:

רש“י על דברים פרק ל פסוק יב (יב) לא בשמים הוא - שאילו 
היתה בשמים היית צריך לעלות אחריה וללמדה:

typesetting and design by
732-573-4168 | shaya@sonnshinedesign.com

SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR LIVE SHMUZ,
WEEKLY SHMUZ ON THE PARSHA AND CD & MAGNET DISTRIBUTION.

PLEASE CONTACT THE SHMUZ FOR DETAILS.

“The Shmuz”, an engaging and mo va ng Torah lecture that deals with real life issues 
is available for FREE at www.TheShmuz.com. The Shmuz on the Parsha Book is now 

available for purchase either in your local Sefarim store, or at the Shmuz.com

“It is not in the heavens for you to say, ‘Who can ascend to 
the heaven for us and take it for us so that we can listen to 
it and perform it?’. . . Rather the matter is very near to you,  
in your mouth and your heart, to perform it.” – Devarim 
30:12-14 

THE SHMUZ WISHES KLAL YISRAEL A K’SIVA VACHASIMA TOVA.

sonnshine
D E S I G N


