
A FIVE MINUTE VORT
ON THE PARSHA - Parshas Noach

When the fl ood begins in Parshas Noach, 
the posuk tells us that Noach and his family went 
into the Ark “because of the waters of the fl ood.”
 Rashi observes that these words show that it 
was the water that caused Noach to go into the teiva, 
not Hashem’s command. Thus, Rashi describes 
Noach as “believing but not believing.” He went 
into the teiva only when the water forced him into 
it.
 Now, Noach was a very great individual. 
The Torah calls him an “ish tzaddik.” Some say that 
even if he had been a contemporary of Avraham’s, 
he would still have been considered a tzaddik. 
Certainly, he was the prophet of his generation. 
Hashem appeared to him, told him about the fl ood, 
and commanded him to build the teiva with his 
very own hands.
 But Noach did more than just build the teiva. 
While he was busy building, his neighbors would 
ask, “What are you doing?”
 And he would answer, “Hashem told me He 
is going to destroy the world because of your sins. If 
you don’t repent, there will be a great fl ood.”
 This, too, was part of Hashem’s command. 
The Rishonim tell us that Hashem had Noach build 
the teiva so that he would be engaged in the process 
of teaching his generation. And Noach did precisely 
that. He carried on a 120-year-long debate with the 
people of his generation.
 Noach also saw many miracles in his life. 
Until he was 480, he was childless. Then, at that 
advanced age, he began building the teiva. Once he 
was involved in helping the generation, he merited 
the miracle of having children at 480. 
 Later, when it was time for the animals to 
board the teiva, he saw other miracles. First, the 
animals needed no prompting; they just walked 
right out of the woods - the kosher ones in groups 
of seven, and the non-kosher ones by twos. Then, 
when the rain began to fall, and the people fi nally 
began to recognize that Noach’s prophecy was 

coming true, another miracle happened. The wicked 
people attempted to board the teiva, but the bears 
and lions prevented them. As the Gemara tells us, 
they surrounded the teiva and protected it.
 So Noach was a man who spoke to Hashem, 
who was active in teaching his generation, and who 
saw miracle upon miracle. Yet Rashi tells us that he 
didn’t fully believe that the fl ood would come. The 
question is: how could this be? 
 And the answer is - that is the human. 
Hashem created us with free will. Free will is not 
just the ability to choose; that exists in other parts 
of Creation, as with angels. But humans are unique 
because we are made of two distinct parts. One part 
is a chelek Elokei mi maal, purely spiritual, and the 
other is animalistic and physical. Therefore, every 
human is in a state of confusion.
 Because I am in a state of confusion, I have 
the ability to choose. I can listen to one side of myself 
over the other and believe whatever I want. Because 
of this, no matter how clearly a human understands 
his purpose in Creation, there is always some 
cloudiness in his thinking. As long as a person is 
housed in a body, physicality darkens his clarity of 
thought, even if he is a great tzaddik. 
 Noach was a prime example. Despite the 
fact that he understood the mabul was coming and 
spoke about it for many years, his understanding 
was only on an intellectual level. On some other 
deep level, he didn’t believe it. He needed the 
physical evidence of the water to force him in to the 
teiva.
 This is a tremendous yesod. No matter 
what level of emunah a person has reached, there’s 
always a battle within him. Therefore, a person has 
to constantly develop his emunah to gain full clarity 
of understanding.
 For more information about this topic, 
please listen to Shmuz #7, “Noach: Understanding 
the Basics of Belief.”
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