
Moshe Rabbenu is charged with the construction of the Mishkan - the dwelling 
place of HASHEM in this world. The components of the structure are physically 
complex, and the specific intentions required during the process of building it are 
even more intricate.  

The most complicated of all of the vessels is the Menorah. Its design is so 
elaborate that even after HASHEM 
taught Moshe how it was to be built, 
Moshe still didn’t understand its unique 
nature. Therefore, HASHEM showed 
Moshe an image of the Menorah made 

of fire so that Moshe could actually see the finished form and imitate it. 

Yet Rashi tells us that when it came time for the construction of the Menorah, 
Moshe still could not understand its structure. HASHEM said, “Throw the clump 
of gold into the fire, and it will form by itself.” This is how the Menorah was 
created - on its own. 

This seems perplexing. Since the Menorah is so intricate that Moshe could 
not understand it, then why did HASHEM bother to show him the image of the 
Menorah in fire? HASHEM told him that the actual forming of the Menorah was 
to come about by his throwing the clump of gold into the fire. Why did Moshe 
need to see that image?

Balance of Bitachon and Hishtadlus
The answer to this question is predicated on understanding the balance between 
HASHEM’s involvement in the running of the world and man’s obligation to put in 
his effort — the balance between Bitachon and Hishtadlus. 

One of the basic facts of life is that HASHEM runs this world. While it may 
appear that man is in charge, HASHEM orchestrates every activity on the planet. 
As we say in the first Ani Mamin: HASHEM did, does and will do all actions. 

The question is: what is man’s part? If HASHEM determines all outcomes, how 
is man supposed to act? What is his role?

How much effort should I put in?
The Chovos HaLevovos teaches us that we are obligated to act B’Derech 
HaTeveh – in the ways of the world.  Meaning, we are obligated to go through 
the motions as if the results were dependent upon us, knowing all the while that 
the outcome is completely out of our hands. 

We work for a living, knowing that the amount of money we are to make has 
been set on Rosh Ha’Shonah. We go to doctors when we are sick even though 

we know that health is determined solely by HASHEM. We are obligated to go to 
great lengths to protect ourselves even though we know that whether we live or 
die has been predetermined. We put in our effort, knowing all the while that it is 
HASHEM’s world and that He alone determines the outcome.

The guide to choosing the correct level of Hishtadlus is to pretend that 
HASHEM is not in the picture.  We must weigh every situation according to 
the ways of the world. What is the normal effort that a person should put in to 
expect this result.? How would a sensible financial advisor tell us to approach it? 
What would a wise physician recommend? That answer is the Derech Ha’Teveh 
for this situation  and determines a person’s Hishtadlus. 

However, there are factors that change the correct Hishtadlus. For instance, if 
the Derech HaTeveh conflicts with Halacha, then the correct Hishtadlus changes. 
If the only way to earn a living is to work on Shabbos, then one is not allowed to 
use the Derech HaTeveh. He must utilize a higher level of Bitachon. So too, if a 
person is obligated in something that is impossible to bring about according to 
the Derech HaTeveh, he must set out to do as much as he is able  and rely on 
HASHEM to provide the rest. 

Man is given credit for his actions
Amazingly, whenever we accomplish something in this world, the results are 
credited to us. Even though we are fully aware that HASHEM was One Who did 
it all – we merely went through the motions. If a man sets out to build a Shul and 
against great odds succeeds, he might acknowledge,  “HASHEM was helping 
every step of the way,” but the building of the Shul is credited completely to him. 
He is considered the cause of it, and as such, it is credited to him. The reason 
for this is because HASHEM created this complex system called Teveh that He 
hides behind- When we use that system, it is considered as if we did the action.

Answer: Why Moshe needed to see the image of the Menorah
This seems to be the answer to the question on Rashi: HASHEM wanted the 
Mishkan and its vessels to be constructed by man. However, it was impossible 
for man to make them. Even the greatest of men couldn’t comprehend how 
to make a Menorah. So his Hishtadlus was to do all that he could and rely on 
HASHEM for the rest. Moshe would put the gold into the fire, and the Menorah 
would form on its own. Moshe used the system that HASHEM created to bring 
forth the Menorah. 

However, for the creation of the Menorah to be credited to man, Moshe had 
to at least have a vision of what it was that he was creating. Once he had that 
concept in mind, throwing the clump of gold into the fire was considered as if he 
made the Menorah himself. 

Bitachon in our lives
This concept has great relevance to us as it parallels many of the things we do. 
We go out to earn a living even though we know that we can’t control market 
conditions. One little worldwide depression and we are all out of a job. One 
minor stock market crash and everyone’s business acumen and career training 
is worthless. We use HASHEM’s system – and are credited with having done it. 
If we support our family, we are considered the Mifarnesh. If we give Tzeddakah, 
it is considered our money that we gave. We are credited with the outcome. 

And just like earning a living, so too all of the various activities that we engage 
in; we are obligated to go through the motions as if it were dependent upon 
ourselves alone, using HASHEM’s system. When we succeed, we are credited 
with having done it all. That is the way that HASHEM created this world, and He 
allows us to use it for our benefit and growth. 

Next Shmuz this Sunday night Febuary 10, at 8:00 PM at the YIKGH- 
topic - Finding and Keeping Your Bashert – for men and women. 
Please join us
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לא) ועשית מנרת זהב טהור מקשה תיעשה המנורה ירכה וקנה גביעיה כפתריה
ופרחיה ממנה יהיו

And you shall make a Menorah of pure gold. Beaten shall the Menorah take 
form. Its base, branches and flowers should be from it.

 רש”י על שמות פרק כה פסוק לא
תיעשה המנורה-(תנחומא) מאליה לפי שהיה משה מתקשה בה אמר לו
הקב”ה השלך את הככר לאור והיא נעשית מאליה לכך לא נכתב תעשה

(מנחות כט
The Menorah shall take form - on its own. Because Moshe could not compre-

hend how to create it, HASHEM said, “Throw the clump of gold into the fire, 
and it will take form on it own.”

שמות פרק כה
 מ) וראה ועשה בתבניתם אשר אתה מראה בהר

And see and make them in the form that you see in the mountain
רש”י על שמות פרק כה פסוק מ

מ) וראה ועשה - ראה כאן בהר תבנית שאני מראה אותך. מגיד שנתקשה משה
במעשה המנורה עד שהראה לו הקב”ה מנורה של אש 

See and make them- ”See here in the mountain the form that I show you.” 
This teaches us that Moshe couldn’t fathom how to create the Menorah until 

HASHEM showed him a Menorah made of fire.  


