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If you have questions or comments please feel free to e-mail me at Rebbe@TheShmuz.com 
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Background: 
The Derech HASHEM explains to us that one of the key distinctions between a Jew and a non Jew is their 

future. A Jew, unless he does something extraordinary, has a portion in the world to come, and will live on 

forever. A Gentile, will not. Unless a Gentile does something extraordinary, when his body dies his soul 

evaporates, not living on after.  

 Question:  
Granted the Jew will live on forever, how does that explain why HASHEM would command us not to eat 

forbidden foods? What difference does it make if a person eats meat cooked with milk, or pig fat, or various 

types of insects? 
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2) Speak to the Jewish Nation saying, this is the Chaya that you should eat  
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Rashi - This is the Chaya- an expression of life- because Yisroel cling to HASHEM and are fit to live forever therefore they 
should be separated from Tumah, and HASHEM commanded them in Mitzvahs -- Whereas the Gentile nations were not 
forbidden to eat anything. A Moshol to explain this would be a doctor… as explained in the Medrash Tanchumah.  
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To what is this comparable? To a doctor who visited two sick patients: one patient he assessed as terminally ill, the doctor 
said “give him whatever he wants to eat”. The other patient who would live the doctor said, only allow him to eat such and 
such… The families asked the doctor, “Why is it that to one patient you said “He could eat whatever he likes”, and the other 
one you put on a restricted diet?   
 
The Doctor answered, “The first patient will not survive; why not allow him to enjoy his last days? The other patient will 
live, he must be very careful with what he eats.”   
 
So too, HASHEM allowed the gentile nation to eat all sorts of food, Yisroel, however, who will live on forever, therefore 
HASHEM forbade them to eat certain foods. 

 


