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Shmuz # 160- Purim - Sheep to the Slaughter and Concert Bans
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And Mordechai said to be told to Esther, “Do not imagine in your mind to be saved in the palace from
all of the Jews.

Because if you are silent at this time, salvation and rescue will come to the Jews from another source
and you and your father’s house will be lost, and who is to know if not for this moment were you
brought to the palace.”
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Rashi — Don’t imagine in your mind- don’t think that you will be saved on the day of the killing, and
therefore you don’t want to endanger yourself.

Background:

One of the most barbaric tyrants who ruled over man was Achashverosh. Not only wasn’t he above
murder and wholesale slaughter, if one walked into his throne room uninvited, the inevitable result

was to be slain on the spot. In fact, when Esther did walk in, despite the fact that she was the queen,
the guards immediately moved forward to kill her, only being stopped because the king lowered his
scepter.

Based on this understanding when Mordechai asked Esther to seek mercy from Achashverosh, Esther
said, “I will wait for the king to call me”. To which Mordechai responded: “Do not feel secure in the
fact that you are the Queen....”

Question:

The Rosh HaYeshiva asked: Esther seems to be logical in her position and Mordechai almost seems
to be reactionary, and certainly not addressing her concerns.

Despite the danger that it implies, Esther agreed to go to the king. However, she pointed out wisely,
that “I haven’t been called for 30 days, likely he will call me shortly, I will have a greater chance of
success, if he calls me, first off because then I am doing his bidding, and secondly, I avoid the
possibility of being killed for the Chutzpah of walking in uninvited.”

Clearly, Mordechai felt that she shouldn’t wait but should rather go in immediately. However, not
only doesn’t Mordechai address the logic of her point, he reacts with unwarranted criticism: “Don’t
think that you will escape because you are queen.”

Esther wasn’t claiming that she wasn’t herself in danger, she was making a logical point, that
strategically it was wiser to wait. If so, why did Mordechai react as he did?
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If you have questions or comments please feel free to e-mail me at Rebbe @ TheShmuz.com




