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It was the time of the second Temple, Rebbi Yochanon Ben Zakai, now 120 years old, the leader and senior sage in the
Israel, was at the end of his days. To his doorstep, came all issues of Jewish people, and to his address came all
problems.

Talmud: Brachos 28B

When Rebbi Yochanon Ben Zakai fell ill, his students, (all great leaders in their own right) gathered to visit
him. When he recognized that they had come to bid him fare well, he began to cry. His students said to him
“Great sage, light of Israel, why are you crying?” He responded, “If I were being taken for judgment in
front of a flesh and blood king, who is here today, and gone tomorrow; whose anger is temporal and his
power so limited, even so, I would cry from fear of the judgment. And now, that I am being taken in front of
the King of Kings, the Holy One Blessed be He, Who lives on forever and is all-powerful; if He is angry with
me that anger will last forever, shouldn't I cry? And even more, there are in front of me two paths one that
leads to Gan Eden and one that leads me to Gehinom, and I do not know which road they will take me on,
shouldn’t I cry?

His students said to him: “Great Master bless us.” He responded, “It should be the will of Hashem, that
you should fear Him as you fear man.” His students asked, “And that is all?” He answered, “It should only

be so.” “Iwill prove it to you. When a man sins he says “Let no man see me.” (Yet he doesn’t pay attention
to the fact that HASHEM always sees him.)

Question:

We are dealing with great people at a moment of extreme importance. The great master and
teacher of Klal Yisroel is about to leave this earth. This conversation is his parting message to his
students and to Yisroel. Yet when his students ask him for a Brocha he responds with a perplexing
answer: “It should be the will of Hashem, that you should fear Him as you fear man.” To which his
students responded: “And that is all?”

% To properly understand this Gemerah, we have to understand what the students were
saying to their Rebbe, and what Rebbe Yochanan Ben Zackai’s meant with his answer of

“I will prove it to you since, when a man sins he says “Let no man see me.”
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If you have questions or comments about the Shmuz, please feel free to e-mail me at Rebbe @ TheShmuz.com




